
Building capacity of schoolchildren as a 
forerunner to sustainable mangrove ecosystem 
conservation initiatives (Phase 2)

Objectives
This project had three main objectives:

	 to enhance knowledge and understand-
ing among schoolchildren of identifying 
mangrove species, the uses of mangrove 
products, and different methods of sus-
tainable consumption and conservation 
of mangroves;

	 to help GCE A-level students conduct 
research projects on mangrove ecosys-
tems; and

	 to enhance students’ capacity to promote 
environmental awareness by sponsoring 
activities focusing on the conservation of 
mangrove ecosystems.

Background
Schoolchildren are said to be the main mes-
sengers of information to their household, 
so this project sought to raise awareness 
of mangrove conservation and its impor-
tance among children in schools. This was 
achieved at two levels using simple aware-
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ness promotion tools. Advanced students 
carried out research studies on mangrove 
ecosystems, and an Environmental Conser-
vation Unit was formed to lead students in 
carrying out the environmental programme 
during the project period.

Target beneficiaries 
Schoolchildren from Mawadala Baminiyan-
wila Jayanthi School in the RUK area.

Outputs
	 Delivery of a series of awareness pro-

grammes on mangrove use and conser-
vation.

	 Delivery of guidance programmes on 
developing and implementing simple 
research projects on mangrove ecosys-
tems.

	 Formation of a School Environmental 
Conservation Unit.

	 Organization of an environmental edu-
cation study tour to increase children’s 
exposure to the subject matter and create 
links to government authorities.

	 Mounting of an exhibition for the project 
completion meeting.

Accomplishments and 
challenges
After conducting various awareness pro-
grammes, and establishing a school environ-
mental management unit, the target school-
children are now much more aware of the 
importance of mangroves.

Challenges
These included the short duration of the 
project, and the fact that it coincided with 
the end-of-year school exams, which drew 
students’ attention away from project activi-
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ties. Also, the school selected for the project 
was in an underdeveloped area and suffered 
from a high level of student absenteeism.

Contributions to cross-cutting 
themes
Gender equality
The project involved all schoolchildren in the 
target school irrespective of whether they 
were boys or girls.

Lessons learned
It is possible to change schoolchildren’s 
attitudes through awareness programmes 
highlighting the importance of protecting their 
environment. Such programmes can encour-
age students to take more interest and play 
a greater role in environmental conservation 
initiatives. As a result of the project, the target 
schoolchildren have been able to learn about  
the value of a healthy natural environment.


